Learning Qur’an
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The reciters of Qur'an are three types. The first type take the Qur'an as a merchandise by which to earn their
bread; the second type uphold its letters and lose its laws, aggrandizing themselves over the people of their
country, and seeking gain through it from the rulers. There are many memorizers of Qur'an that belong to that
type. May Allah not increase them. Finally, the third type have sought the healing of the Qur'an and placed it
on the sickness of their hearts, fleeing with it to their places of prayer, wrapping themselves in it. Those have
felt fear and put on the garment of sadness. Those are the ones for whose sake Allah sends rain and victory
over the enemies. By Allah! That kind of memorizer of Qur'an is more rare than red sulphur.

- Al Hasan al-Basri
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Adab of reading Qur’an:

Make wudu

Use miswak

Wear clean and pure clothes

Choose a clean place to sit and face Qibla

Seek refugee from cursed saitan (Isti’aza)

Start in the name of Allah the most High (Basmalah)

Recite with proper devotion as you are reading the words of Allah (SWT)
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Arabic Alphabets

There are 28 letters in the Arabic Alphabet without ‘Hamzah’.

Ccccw%—’\

XS NP I
flJId o Ll bbb

G & 5 &

There are 8 heavy letters.
L] i
S b b Sl

Rest of them are light letters.
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Arabic Alphabet with sound

Learning Qur’an

Arabic Letter Sound Example in Arabic
‘ Alif Allah
; Hamzah
3 Ba Bismillah
L
o" Ta Tilawat
5 Thaa Sowab
Jeem Jamat
C
C Haa Halal
* Kho Khutba
J Daal Dua
¥ Zhaal Jikr
Ro Ruku
» Za or Zain Zakat
! AJ Seen Sijda
- Sheen Shukur
Lﬁ Sod Salat
d - Dod Duha
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] To Towaf
! Tho Zuhr
»
Ef ‘Ain Eid
. Ghoain Ghosol
E! Faa Fil
“3 Qof Qur’an
5 ] Kaaf Kaba
’ Laam Labbaik
r Meem Masjid
¥ : Noon Noor
o Haa Hidaya
a Waw Wahid
‘ s Yaa Yasin
e
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The Prophet () said, "The best among you (Muslims) are those who learn the Qur'an and teach it." (Sahih
al-Bukhari)
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Short Vowels:
The Arabic language has 3 short vowels. These include:

1. Fat’hah
e |tis asmallline that appears above a letter.
e On light letter, it has the ‘a’ sound as in the word ‘car’.
e On heavy letter, it has the ‘0’ sound as in the word ‘hot.

2. Dhammah
e Itis asmall version of the letter 2 which appears above a letter.
e |t has ‘U’ sound as in the word ‘put’.

3. Kasrah
e Itisasmall line that appears below a letter.
e It has ‘i’ sound as in the word ‘in’.

Letters with Fat’hah:

FrEee e o

PRI EER

PG LHEELEL
s 9 a <
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tters with Dhammabh:
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Practice with Fat’hah, Dhammah & Kasrah:

ARSI IE
A8 e A 2 | | e s
g B3 |l flsl Ay o] b

Fa

Yo

.--—'»\
L
“-—-—-
et
%‘n
:\
. o
%
N\ : 4
T 'm
C-
U-
\ -
Syl
: 4 N
\
:.
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The Messenger of Allah (%) said: "The Lord, Blessed and Most High is He, has said: "Whoever is too busy

with the Qur'an for remembering Me and asking Me, then | shall give him more than what | give to those who

ask.' And the virtue of Allah's Speech over the speech of others is like the virtue of Allah over His creation”.
(Jami® at-Tirmidhi)

Page | 10



Long Vowels:

e Along vowel is an extension of a short vowel. Arabic language has 3 long vowel letters.

There are: | 2 &

”

-

s
-

(short)

(short)

- (short)

rd

e Fat’hahis followed by a naked ‘Alif’; eg.

~
L
2

gy
&

]
Fd

Learning Qur’an

(long)

(long)

(long)

L

e Dhammah is followed by a naked ‘Waw’; eg. >

s

e Kasrah is followed by a naked ‘Yaa’; eg. = ~
e Longvowels are lengthened for 2 counts.

Long vowels with Fat’hah:

~

L

L\

\

L2

\

NN

\ s\

BANA V AANE" RN

AR
tG (;t\ 3\ cq:.

-~ -~
N s
<
B | o6 | Q| 3
o 4
P |93 e e
:jt;j:’ ~ %

"t
6\

b

v
9
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Long vowel with Dhammah:

Learning Qur’an

T el ey (TN R R IO R R
Pl x| S8 ]
A 2 A A A ,f A A
s | g2| 30| sa| 3| 53] 9]
| ) T R i N SR S s
»| P S| B A #| 5] H
b ;_ﬁ A A A
TRl @

P ;f 4 A 3 A
3P | a8 | Mk | TS
’i,; A B 2 3z
5}& eﬂ & J@IB
i A AL g% 8y Ty
0 48cd | 09,213 9B | Oy B
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Long vowels with Kasrah:

)

S| &

T

o
(.

Bl &

=]

||

A

2

P A B LIS

2|l J Sl Sl Ll El
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The Prophet () said, "The example of a believer who recites the Qur'an and acts on it, like a citron which
tastes nice and smells nice. And the example of a believer who does not recite the Qur'an but acts on it, is like
a date which tastes good but has no smell. And the example of a hypocrite who recites the Qur'an is like a

Raihana (sweet basil) which smells good but tastes bitter And the example of a hypocrite who does not recite
the Qur'an is like a colocynth which tastes bitter and has a bad smell." ( Sahih al-Bukhari)
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Sukoon:
The Sukoon has the appearance of a small squashed Daal ( — ) and sits above a letter.
The letter with Sukoon is given a ‘Hit and Give’ sound.
Example:
With a Vowel With a Sukoon
d}: (Ina) Ol (In)
Practice:
-~ A
- =
P - 4 14
Ole p-! e )

<
<
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The Prophet (#) said, "The best talk is Allah's Book (Qur'an), and the best guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad." ( Sahih al-Bukhari)
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Shaddah:

The Shaddah is a small ‘W’ that appears above a letter.

It is accompanied by either a short vowel, tanwin or long vowel.

The letter with Shaddah is given a ‘Hit, Hold and Release’ sound.

Firstly, using the previous letter, hit the letter that has Shaddah on it.
Secondly, hold the sound of the letter that has Shaddah on it.

Thirdly, release the letter by pronouncing whatever accompanies the Shaddah.

& -

Example: =~

Practice:

N
T\

b4
'g_&}'\ (‘q B0
\ n—

ki

+
\
.

T\
N
©w
N\

\

5 A J} & s
[ X ":': LA./“

g o ‘."'" - { *
g . & ¢ % LG
e s & °

P
i ﬁ/ﬁ -~ ﬁ'

- A5 2 s #" # }j:l.:..:’ w
r_@.o.r_v- — e ; 2 J
-~
Ry v .,,1;..:("5 . ;‘E
-:-'“/ 3 E
2w 3
{,f”'—:‘ N S 5 | ’aw - }gw/j
“Lg U:\.ﬁw 'IS‘E:; & o
-
& & 22 |
O guls L&a Jf..l_l ¥
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The Prophet () said, “One who is well versed in the Qur'an will be in the company of those angels who are

scribes, noble and righteous; and one who falters in reading the Qur'an, and has to exert hard for learning,
gets double the reward”. (Muslim)
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Tanwin

e Tanwin is the same short vowels accompanying each other.

e Itis pronounced by adding an ‘n’ to the end of the vowel.
e It always comes at the end of a word.

e Two Fathah’s will always be accompanied by an ‘Alif’. Exceptions are ‘Ta mabuta’ and ‘Hamza'.

Example:

s

~ (ba) (ban)

.C_ A\

s .
< (bu) < (bun)

(-
< (bi) > (bin)

Z

z z z |
Lo

W
W

z
L~;-!
-

Yy
—
=
A

v
v
F N

=3

=

.

=
e
o E‘
M f

=
c
o
5
o
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a2

IR VIES SR I
- u 4.C 4.Ju =)
* )l 2 |2 |
1) 2. 22 |2
“:ta | any (a9 ) ~4
i [2e [».0)| 2o

Arabic sign for 2 dhammah  +#* or 32

e _—1
u; av | Qs o
sy [ ean [ 2hn | 2Dy
tan | Y| g )] 4
AN ER I RV IR
.,u‘. W,, P | €
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The Prophet (¥) said, “On the Day of Judgment, it will be said to the Man devoted to the Qur'an, 'Go on
reciting the Qur'an and continue ascending the stories of Paradise and recite in the slow manner as you had

been reading in worldly life; your final place will be where you reach at the time of the last ayat of your
recitation.” (Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud)
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Connections:
Arabic letters have different shapes depending on their appearance in the beginning, middle or end
of a word.
End Middle Beginning Isolated
L L i ﬁ
N * ? b
e z i )
o % ¥ €
& S o &
c. = e C
é:? e o= i:
ik ke = 3
A o 3 k!
P 2 r 2 J
F ¥ 2 J
I o - e
-3 = = -
o e e o
h_‘,.ﬂ. = e L}.ﬂ
-t 5 —— LJJ:
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da L b L

L L L L

& & # d

& R & ¢
—a & E a

& i 3 3

L < 5 &

) o L 3 J
i s = B

Cr = 3 )

a & & o

> s 2 3

s # 2 &

Additional Letters
Sl The Taa Mar:c?ga:]ag‘i{ :;Ppears at the 3
S | Y b
L
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The Prophet (¥) said, "Whoever reads one letter of the Book of Allah is credited with one blessing and one
blessing is equal to tenfold the like thereof in its reward. | do not say that oJl (Alif Lam Meem) is one letter, but
‘(1) (Alif) is one letter, ' ( J )’ (Lam) is one letter, and '( 0 )' (Meem) is one letter." (Tirmidhi)
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Joined Letters:
In Arabic, letters can take various forms when they are joined together.

The top letter is always read first and the first dot or set of dots belongs to that letter.

+ &
p|

& t ot

&
-4 4 & &

4

L9 oa Y

"z

L -

£ B £ £ 2 &

- &

A

AN
H
™

= 2 B

g

Y w,
o

= Uy
o
AN
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Practice:

Page | 26

Learning Qur’an

o =4

o ol

-

= -
z X

l)_’..l.‘f-

-
2
U.!.ﬁf

.

- -

-

O
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The Prophet (¥) said, "Whoever reads the Qur'an and acts upon what is contained in it, his parents will be
made to wear a crown on the Day of Judgment, the brightness of which will excel that of the sun, if the same

were within your worldly houses. So, what do you think about the person who himself acts upon it?" (Ahmad,
Abu Dawud)
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Hamzatul Wasl

-
The Hamzatul Wasl is a symbol like the head of the letter (U°) and it appears on top of Alif ( | ).
Its role is to connect the letter before it and the letter after it.

When Hamzatul Wasl is between two words, it is NOT pronounced. Example:

el e T JDFM

J -

SIS aAf i
SPEIFUFT TN RS X
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The Prophet (¥) said, "Whoever reads Qur'an and learns it by heart, and regards what it makes lawful as

lawful and its unlawful as forbidden, will be admitted into Paradise by Almighty Allah Who will also accept his

intercession in respect of 10 such persons of his family who shall have been doomed to Hell." (Ahmad,
Tirmidhi)
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Sun and Moon Letters:
When there is - at the beginning of a word, Jis pronounced when there is a Sukoon on top of it.

When there is Ji at the beginning of a word, JisNOT pronounced when there is nothing on top of
it.

Example:

-
Ay
b
-

-

Practice:
0 | I T S ScX TS

C.Jm seafl Ol 3N
£

S

| ezl 20 ’C;jff

-
g2}

D e

—b
$%
b
N
=
1%
'_—.-b
(ol
1\
e
i

J
e
it
-k
(s.
Jor
o
—b
‘G
fe
—1
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The Prophet (£8) said, "Verily, Allah elevates some people with this Qur'an and abases others."
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Stopping rules:
Rules for stopping apply whenever the reciter stops on a word in the middle or at the end of an
ayah. Even if the recitation is stopped due to running out of breadth, these rules are still applied.

Stopping rules for specific situation are :
Short vowels:
When stopping on a word ending with short vowel, the short vowel is replaced with a sukoon.

Example

T e

5‘9”;’3“9‘*—'{

-
2 A >

Gl S aiad

- -

Sometimes when short vowel is removed, it will produce a long vowel.

Example
- o ’ﬂi}ﬁa,}
PPNt

- ’_ -~
- \
géfj_s el 3
Tanwin:

When stopping on a word ending with double dhammah or double kasrah, it is replaced with a
sukoon.

Example:

R B B e
E&Q\sbb&_a;i

// o, :/ e 7 .//
b‘@)%d&‘lé‘

When stopping on a word ending with double fathah, one fathah is dropped and the word is
pronounced with long vowel.

”L/‘ {(’/’ij}_/

U

”

RN

h3
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Long vowels:

When stopping on a word ending with a long vowel, the long vowel is still pronounced

Example:

R

La-f-"bw;“ \y

Taa marbootah:

When stopping on a word ending with a taa marbootah, taa marbootah is pronounced asa ¢ on
which a sukoon is placed.

P S -,

YA
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Acknowledgement:

e Prophetic Recitation — Al Bayan Institute
¢ Noorani Qaida
o www.tajweedinenglish.com by Sheikh Khalid
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